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THE GOLD PAN 
                       The Newsletter of the 

         Comstock Gold Prospectors 
                    Oct. 13

th
, 2019  

 

 

                                                                                                PRESIDENTS LETTER: 

      

 
 

BLACK BILLIE 
Next Meeting: Oct. 22nd, 2019 

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Nov. 25th  

Guest Speaker:  
*Deadline for submissions to the Newsletter will 

be Nov. 12th, 2019! No Later! 
 

1 Year Gold – NYSE 
10/13/2019 – Last   $1488.00 
One Year High (at closing)    $1489.00 
One Year Low (at closing)  $1474.00 

 
1 Year Silver – NYSE 

10/13/2019 – Last      $17.54 
One Year High (at closing)      $17.57 
One Year Low (at closing)         $17.36 

 
 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 
Board Meeting is held at 6:30pm 

General Meeting 

4
th

 Tuesday of each month 

7:30 PM at the 

Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25 

2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 

 

 

The Downieville outing was our best event this year 

and maybe the best ever! Good turnout and 

interaction with the Keene birthday group. 

 

 We voted to make Pat Keene an honorary member 

for many reasons that are obvious. The eats were 

fantastic thanks to Dave and his pizza run and the 

goodies from Dennis, late but well enjoyed!   

A special thanks to our “camp” host Mike Beaman 

for the use of his home site area. 

Also, thanks to his neighbors and the guitar 

performer. A great time had by all!!!  

 

We will try and make this a “yearly” outing with the 

coordination of Dave and Mike.  Great use of our 

Downieville claims. 

 

Thanks to Wade for another successful Dayton Valley 

Days weekend. It was a huge turnout for the panning 

demo. Thanks to all that volunteered and George and 

his “rock” collection. Wade is facing public unveiling 

charges from the event due to the fact that he had 

pockets full of gold! A sight for all, needless to say! 

 

Dennis has volunteered to retrieve the equipment 

donated by Don Miller located at Tom Leftwich’s in 

Northern California.  It is an all day trip but worth it 

for the Club members. Thanks Dennis! 

We will probably “raffle” the stuff off over time. We 

will look at it when the equipment gets to Reno. 

 

Thanks to Dave for signing up 17, New Members. We 

cannot thank him enough for the new members and 

keeping an eye on our Downieville claims. We should 

get him a “gold” watch or something as a reward for 

his efforts! BREAKING NEWS! BREAKING 

NEWS! Dave signed up two more...Teresa and 

Michael, owners of the Downieville River Inn! Wade 

signed up his cousin who wants to be Club President 

if he can “attend” meetings via phone! 

 

This brings up our membership limit of 400. We are 

getting close to that which is addressed in our by-
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laws. We will be having a vote this month for a by-

law change to increase the limit to 500? Or so. 

Any Suggestions? 

 

We are also going to vote on an addition to the by-

laws concerning Plan of Operation filing with the 

BLM on our Club claims. As it stands now ANYONE 

can file a POP on our claims without our approval or 

knowledge. We are going to address this in a by-law 

change saying that a POP by a Club member will 

have to have written Club approval or face expulsion 

from the Club. Non-Club members we have no 

control over. Discussions and wording will be at this 

month’s meeting and then a vote for approval. If you 

cannot make the meeting, contact a board member 

with your concerns. 

 

The presenter this month will be Chris Ralph, one of 

the best as well as Webb this last month. Thank You 

Webb for your geological expertise! 

 

Nominations for Board members will be at this 

month’s gathering. Openings for those moving on are 

as follows: 

Treasurer: Teresa; Secretary: Tracy; One Member at 

Large: Tim; and Pres: Jim.  

 

 Just a note, all positions are up for nominations and 

placement on the ballot next month except for one 

Member at Large (Fred).  

 

Would anyone like to volunteer??? 

 

We will be reporting on the road improvements at KB 

Oct. 05, It should be a good turnout and needed. 

Hope the weather was accommodating. 

 

Well, bundle up as the weather is a changing!  It is 

still good to get out and about however. 

Nothing new on the dredging politics as expected. 

Keep a wary eye on Carson City however as more 

“taking legislation” is on the schedule. They have to 

“fix” problems that do not exist in order justify their 

positions! 

 

Later...J 

 

Ken Bennett Road Work 

By Bill Vogt 

 
On October 5, 2019, 17 Club members converged at 

Dan Temko’s camp at the top of the hill dropping 

down to the American River where the Ken Bennett 

claim is.  Dan had been there for several days and had 

devoted some of his time to analyzing the condition 

of the road down to the claim to determine where our 

time could best be spent to improve access to the 

claim.   

 

Dan had determined that there were three items that 

required attention.  One was heavy bush growth in a 

couple of areas that made travel by ATV or 

motorcycle drivers hazardous.  A second was a slide 

that made passage by anything but an ATV or 

motorcycle possible.  And third, there was a lot of 

trash at the bottom that needed to be bagged up and 

eventually removed.   

 

Casey Sharples, Ken Bennett’s custodian, who was 

also present and had recently been to the claim agreed 

with Dan’s assessment.  Casey further added that he 

hoped by the end of the day he would drive his 

Tacoma truck to the bottom of the hill and retrieve 

the bagged garbage.   

 

After a little discussion the group broke up into three 

work parties to address the areas Dan had identified. 

Dawn Hebel and Julie Cobb, relatively new members 

from Rancho Cordova, headed to bottom of the hill to 

clean up the garbage Dan talked about.  Dan, along 

with Randy Watkins, George Walden, George 

Eglinger, Justin Shaw, David Weingarten, and Jim 

Taylor headed to the slide area to see what could be 

done there.   

 

After several hours of hard work, they had cleared the 

slide and then proceeded down to the claim clearing 

additional problems as they went.  The brush crew 

consisted of Casey and his wife Leslie along with 

Wyatt Erd, Tim Merritt (new member from Lincoln), 

Daniel and Paulett Bowers, Hamilton Reed, and Niel 

Hanson.  By the end of the day, Casey drove to the 

bottom of the hill and picked up the garbage bagged 

by Dawn and Julie (mission accomplished). 

 

Everyone did a great job, but a few people need to be 

singled out for a special thank you.  Wyatt Erd and 

Daniel Bowers had brought their power hedge 

trimmers and worked non-stop cutting the bush,  

keeping everyone else busy just clearing their 

cuttings.  I don’t think we could have completed this 

task without their equipment and effort.  

 

 Randy Watkins had brought his ATV which was 

instrumental in clearing the slide and came in handy 

ferrying tired members back up the hill at the end of 

the day.  He also came to my aid when I dumped my 

ROKON.  Dan Temko who provided the initial 
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assessment of the road condition and what needed to 

be done.  Dan also had an ATV that helped with the 

slide and ferry tired workers back up.  

 

 And finally, Casey Sharples who drove his truck to 

the bottom of the hill and brought the garbage up 

proving that a smaller 4X4 could make it to the 

bottom which was our goal.  Unfortunately, he paid a 

steep price doing this by having a rock puncture the 

sidewall of one of his tires.  His misfortune is a 

reminder to anyone else considering driving down to 

the claim, 

 BE PREPARED. 

 

A DAY AND NIGHT IN DOWNNIVILLE 

By George Eglinger 
 

The gathering started at 10:00AM at Michael B's 

cabin on the hillside next to the Uber River.  The 

weather was 85 degrees, blue skies and the many gold 

prospectors had multiple sites at which to search for 

gold.  At around 4:00PM the "Tribe" began to gather 

at Michael B's to prepare dinner.   

 

Twenty-five people showed up and started to discuss 

how to prepare dinner as no open fires were allowed 

due to California laws.  Dennis was tasked with 

preparing barbecued ribs and was not in attendance at 

this time.  In addition, there was no phone service.  

 

 A secondary plan was made to obtain pizza at the 

town bar. Ten pizzas of different flavors were 

ordered.  At approximately 5:00 pm, Patrick Keene, a 

legend in gold mining, appeared with new products 

for panning and looking for gold.  He spent about one 

hour and a half discussing gold mining issues, 

methods, and sites.   

Good discussion was had by all.  At this point, 

campers began to look for camping places along 

Michael B's and neighbor's properties.  In 

addition, preparation was made for dinner, chairs and 

tables were set-up. All began to sit down in 

preparation for the arrival of the pizza.  A few 

unwanted guests arrived, lots of bugs and mosquitos 

arrived, and lots of bug spray applied.   

 

As nighttime fell, pizza arrived and was devoured, 

along with many delicious dishes that campers 

brought.  There were many fine foods to consume, 

fruit salads, potato salads, cole slaws, and a multitude 

of deserts, brownies, pies, and cakes.  

 In addition, there was a large variety of drinks for 

everyone.  After this fabulous meal, the unknown 

music man began his nighttime singing and playing 

old well-known songs. 

 

  Then, SUPRISE, SUPRISE, Dennis showed 

up with a large amount of cooked ribs. We had 

another meal.  As a group, we sat around the 

campfire, with no fire, however the warmth of the 

night was there. 

 

The members who signed in were:  Mical & Larry 

Willner, Niel & Barbara Hansen, David Crosby 

(default coordinator – great job), Marc & Agatha 

Gentile, George Eglinger, Michael & Sarah Beaman 

(and five children – location coordinator), Jim Taylor, 

Gerard Olsen, Tim Merritt, Hermann Albers, Ken 

Mela, Sherm Tresca, Bill Vogt, Robert Mayfield, 

Frank Eagan, Dennis Taylor (rib cooker). 

 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD 

MEETING  

September  24
th

, 2019  
 

Call to Order: President Jim Richards began the 

Board Meeting at 6:45pm. 

 

Board Members present: Jim Richards, Justin 

Shaw, Teresa Jones, and Tracy Nystrom 
 

Board Members not present:  
Fred Leissler, and Tim Barlett 

 

Support Staff at Board Meeting:  
None 

 

Claims Committee at Board Meeting: President 

Jim Richards, Justin Shaw, and Teresa Jones. 

Support Staff on-site:  Membership/Chairperson 

& Historian: Bill Vogt, Sergeant of Arms, Al 

Gottsch, Clothing custodian Keith Wilson and 

Equipment Custodian Grant Garrison. 

 

Correction to Minutes:  
None 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  
 Report read by Teresa Jones. 

 

Membership’s Report:  
375 members, 17 lifetime memberships available, 

Activity since last report: 17 added, 0 dropped, 1 

reinstated.  
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Activity since the start of the year is 42 members 

dropped: 66 new members with an overall gain of 24 

members. 

 

Claims Report:  
 We will bring up road cleanup work to be done at 

Ken Bennet claim on October 5
th
 to the general 

meeting. 

 

Old Business Report:  
 Load claim insurance information on the website and 

last newsletter. Currently the issue has been 

abandoned. 

 

New Business Report:  
Bring up to club about two bylaw changes. First 

possible amendment; do we want to change the 

amount of new members that can be added?  

We are looking to raise it from 400 to 500?   

Second, Bylaws to state members would need to have 

written club approval for any filing of “Notice of 

Intent or plan of operation” on club claims. 

 

Outings Report:   
We need to get approval to reimburse Dave Crosby 

for pizza purchased during the Downieville outing. 

 

Report on Club Notices:  
Upcoming club board positions open for 2020 are for 

President, Treasurer, Secretary, and member at large. 

 

Adjournment: President Jim Richards announced 

at 7:07 pm 
 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL 

MEETING 

September 24
th

, 2019 

 
CALL TO ORDER: President Jim Richards began 

the General Meeting at 7:30pm. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: President Jim 

Richards led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  See Board 

Minutes. 

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: See 

Board Meeting Minutes. 

SUPPORT STAFF AT BOARD MEETING: 

See Board Meeting Minutes. 

SUPPORT STAFF ON-SITE: See Board 

Meeting Minutes 

CORRECTION TO MINUTES: None 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Read by Teresa 

Jones. 

MEMBERSHIP’S REPORT: See Board Meeting 

minutes. Motion made to increase membership from 

400 to 500. Motion approved and will be posted in 

next newsletter. 

This is up for vote at October meeting. 

CLAIMS REPORT: Cost of purchasing a load 

claim is currently not pursuable due to the insurance 

costs. 

There will be a work crew headed to the Ken Bennet 

claim. They will be working on the roads getting to 

the claim. Justin Shaw requested funds for purchasing 

food for the crew. Motion made to support the work 

crew was brought to the floor. To find out more on 

this endeavor see the forum on the club website. 

Crew went up to clean Adavenone claim. The Forest 

Service will be removing the trailer. Please contact 

the club if you find one of our claims to be in 

disarray. The club will clean it up prior to the Forest 

Service needing to get involved. 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS: Proposal to change two bylaws.  

First possible amendment; do we want to change the 

amount of new members that can be added? Possibly 

from 400 to 500?   

Second, Bylaws to state members would need to have 

written club approval for any filing of “Notice of 

Intent or plan of operation” on club claims.  Motion 

to change bylaws was passed and will be up for a 

vote at the October meeting. Information will be 

posted in the next newsletter. 

Motion to add Pat Keene as an honorary club 

member. Motion was approved. Bill Vogt will send a 

letter to let Pat know. 

OUTINGS REPORT: George spoke about 

Downieville outing. A good time was had by all. 

A motion to reimburse Dave Crosby for pizza 

purchased at the Downieville outing. Motion 

approved. 
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Dayton Valley days was a success. There were about 

8 people from the club helping and about 500 people 

came through our panning demonstration. Bill Vogt 

has pictures from the event; they will be in the album 

and online. 

CLUB NOTICES:  Nominations for next year’s 

board will be at the October meeting. The following 

people will be vacating their positions; Jim Richards - 

President, Teresa Jones – Treasurer, Tracy Nystrom – 

Secretary, and Tim Bartlett – Member at Large.  

To run for an elected position you must have been a 

member for 1 year and you or your spouse cannot 

own gold claims. Voting will be at the November 

meeting. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Guest speaker tonight was 

Webb Varnum, one of our most knowledgeable rock 

hounds. 

GUEST RECOGNITION:  No names  

NEW MEMBER DRAWING: 0 in Attendance 

DRAWING: Justin Shaw  

MEMBERSHIP DRAWING: Linda & Ron 

Smith of Reno, not in attendance, Silver Rounds roll 

to next meeting. (8 rounds rolling to next meeting)  

TOTAL SIGNED IN: 52 members, 2 guests. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:34 pm 

Club Wear and Club 
Merchandise:  

 

 
 

 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS-2019 

 

President: Jim Richards - 775/225-2494 

Email: rsmokinguns@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President: 

Justin Shaw- 775/409-8560 

Email: jshaw@disroot.org 

 

Secretary: Tracy Nystrom – 775/686-6295  

Email: nystroms5663@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Teresa Jones - 775/376-1787 cell 

Email: Teresajones5930@sbcglobal.net 

 

Member at Large: 

Fred Leissler- 775/747-6385 

Email: feleissler@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large: Tim Bartlett 
Cell- 775/971-3202 

 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES- 

SUPPORT STAFF- 2019 
 

Membership/Chairperson & Historian:  Bill 

Vogt - 775/747-3145 

Email:  wvogt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Facebook Co-Administrator/Newsletter 

Editor: 

Lisa Walls – 775/750-2532 

Email: comstockgoldprospectors@gmail.com 

 

Clothing Custodian:  

*Volunteer Needed ASAP* 

  Raffle Coordinator: Keith Wilson –  

775/775-450-5723 

 

Email: argoone86@gmail.com 

 

Sergeant of Arms:  

Al Gottsch – 775/ 770-0826 

Email: bodop72@gmail.com 

 

Webmaster: 

David Terwilliger-home-775/ 241-0186  

Email: dave@dptwig.com 

 

mailto:rsmokinguns@yahoo.com
mailto:jshaw@disroot.org
mailto:nystroms5663@yahoo.com
mailto:Teresajones5930@sbcglobal.net
mailto:feleissler@yahoo.com
tel:(775)%20971-3202
mailto:wvogt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:comstockgoldprospectors@gmail.com
mailto:argoone86@gmail.com
mailto:bodop72@gmail.com
mailto:dave@dptwig.com
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Equipment Custodian: 

Grant Garrison 

2100 Ponderosa  

Email: woodygmg@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THESE ITEMS ARE FOR RENT: 

 

These items are at Grant Garrisons 

 Hacienda 

 

 

 

 
 

White’s Medal Detector for Sale 

Gary Nielson 

 
I am the original owner of this Whites Spectra V3 

metal detector with full color display. 

  I purchased it from Reno Prospectors Supply 

I have used it less than eight (8) times and so it 

virtually almost new.   

 

  White’s electronics advised me a couple of years 

ago that I could send them the control  

 Box and they would update it to a Spectra V3i which 

I took advantage of the offer.   

 

 In May 2019 I dropped the detector off at the     

Factory in Sweet Home, Oregon and had them check 

the Machine to make sure it was operating 

satisfactory.  A copy of the invoice for this test and 

inspection will be furnished.  

 The machine comes with a Whites wireless Headset 

that has never been used; a factory rechargeable 

battery and charger also a battery holder for (8) 

double AA batteries is included.  All owner’s 

manuals are also included and a White carrying 

case.  Asking price is $1200.00 (product sells new for 

1848.99 with accessories). 

 

Gary Nielson 775 220-0306 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Our Newest Members: 
Raymond & Virginia Ryba          Valley Center, CA. 

Amy & Trey Thompson               San Francisco, CA. 

Richard Kennedy & Katie Smith                Napa, CA 

Amil & Stephanie McGrath         Silver Springs, NV. 

Jingxions Lu & Mitchel Noble     Santa Monica, CA. 

Rose Castelli                              Mountain Mesa, CA. 

Corrine & Doug Thomas               Agoura Hills, CA. 

Michael & Teresa Taylor                Downieville, CA. 

Mark & Rebecca Pinkston                         Reno, NV. 

mailto:woodygmg@aol.com
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TO PLACE 

OR RENEW 

A  BUSINESS AD: 

 

SEND A CHECK TO: 

 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

 
    C/O Editor P.O. Box 20781 Reno, NV.  89515-

0781  

Include your ad layout, and your phone  

Number or email address. 

 

Half Page Ad:        $25.00 per month 

Quarter Page Ad:   $12.50 per month 

Full Page Ad:         $50.00 per month 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

RAFFLE TABLE. . . 

 
Help to pay for the meeting hall.  

 

Please remember to contribute. It does not really 

matter what it is. Clean out your garage. 

If you don't have a use for it, someone else does. 

Don't throw it away; put it on the table. 

One man’s garbage is another's man’s gold! Thank 

You!! 

Keith Wilson 

Comstock Gold Prospectors 

P.O. Box 20781 

Reno NV 89515-0781 

Web site: http://www.cgpgold.org 

 

 

These are the people who we use for our 

Printing. Please feel free to use them and 

support their business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cgpgold.org/

