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THE GOLD PAN 
                       The Newsletter of the 

         Comstock Gold Prospectors 
                    Sept. 16

th
, 2019  

 

 

                                                                                                PRESIDENTS LETTER: 
      

 
 

BLACK BILLIE 
Next Meeting: Sept. 24th, 2019 
UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Oct. 22nd  

Nov. 25th  

Guest Speaker: Webb Varnum 
 

*Deadline for submissions to the Newsletter will 

be Oct. 8th, 2019! No Later! 
 

1 Year Gold – NYSE 
09/16/2019 – Last   $1503.00 
One Year High (at closing)    $1506.00 
One Year Low (at closing)  $1496.00 

 
1 Year Silver – NYSE 

09/16/2019 – Last      $17.83 
One Year High (at closing)      $17.99 
One Year Low (at closing)         $17.77 

 
 

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 
Board Meeting is held at 6:30pm 

General Meeting 

4
th

 Tuesday of each month 

7:30 PM at the 

Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25 

2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 

 

Here it is September already!  Summer is over 

but the hills and dales and steams are still 

awaiting us to share the riches that are present 

with a little persuading! 

 

This is a busy month for use with the 

Downieville outing this weekend (13-14Sep) in 

conjunction with the Keene B’day party.  

Campsites are filling up! This will be a good one. 

 

The next weekend is Dayton Valley Days 

panning demo at our booth that will be on Main 

Street with a lot of action.  There is a car show, 

parades, silent auction, eats and a lot more.  

Wade is the contact, Even if you have not signed 

up to volunteer, feel free to “drop” in for a few 

hours to lend a hand. 

 

Another “mess” at Adavenone was cleaned up by 

our members this month. This cleanup will be 

covered in this newsletter. Thanks to all that took 

part and thanks to all that clean up our claims 

when visiting them. This is good for us and our 

relationship with the public and the managers of 

OUR public lands.  We as a Club support the 

Leave No Trace (LNT) principles. 

 

Thanks again to you all!! 

 
Our speaker last month from the BLM (Lacy 

Trapp) was a hit with good info. Bill asked about 

“contiguous” claims filing and paperwork which 

she noted that we could save $ and paperwork by 

filing as such. Bill will elaborate later on this. 

Could be a savings of $400? A year. All and all, a 

good presentation! 
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This month will be Webb, the topic being plate 

tectonics and gold discovering.  Always good to 

get info from one of our foremost experts! 

Our “new” program of “Claim Talking” is going 

along well and is well received by our 

membership! 

 

Next month Al will be discussing the Aloni.  

Thanks to those that have volunteered for this 

segment at our meetings. It helps the new 

members (as well as the seasoned) to know the 

ins and outs and brings up current and hands on 

info of our Club claims. 

 

Tracey on a road trip had an emergency appendix 

surgery and is now resting at home. Our thoughts 

are with her and hope for a speedy recovery! 

 

October’s meeting will be nominations (vote in 

November) for next years board. Teresa will not 

be running for Treas for one. We would like 

those interested to consider running for a position 

on the board. All positions are up for re-election 

except for on member-at-large. New blood 

anyone? 

Rachelle came up with estimated quotes for a 

lode claim...$1500-$8000 per claim with each 

one being looked at closely!!!  Needless to say, 

we are not going to be pursuing any lode claims! 

However, if you run across an abandoned lode 

that has a tailing pile, we can still file a Placer on 

the claim if it is an abandoned lode with the idea 

of prospecting the tailings.  

 

Thanks Rachelle for the info. 

 

We will be encouraging people to advertise in 

our newsletter and website.  We will be adjusting 

our rates to be very competitive...more to follow.  

 

Also we are looking at a way to pay for our 

membership signups and renewals on PayPal? 

Any experts out there that can help us do this?  

 

More and more people do not want to mess with 

checks or whatever to transfer $.  We are still in 

the “Pre-Nerd” era...perhaps it is time to get a 

little caught up! 

 

 We still need a signed copy of our apps and 

renewals for insurance purposes.  Maybe we 

could satisfy this requirement on other ways? As 

say a PayPal receipt or whatever?  Ideas??? 

 

Have a good rest of the month and enjoy our 

outings this month 

 

Jim 

 

Another Mess at Adavenone 

By Bill Vogt 

 
The Vice-President, Justin Shaw, announced at 

the August meeting that he had received pictures 

and reports from two different members that 

there was a real mess at China Bar (Adavenone 

claim).  He reported that Walter Nystrom had 

attempted to go there the previous week with 

members of the claims committee to clean up, 

but that effort had fallen through.  

 

 Justin called for another attempt which resulted 

in him, me, George Eglinger, and Jim Allen 

going on Friday, 8/30/2019, to see what could be 

done.  Prior to going on Friday, the Forest 

Service was contacted to see where the trash 

could be dumped.  We had been told two years 

ago, when we had a similar problem at that spot, 

that we could dump at Forest Service facilities.  

 

 While attempting to find out where we could 

dump, it was learned that a local fisherman had 

reported the mess to the Forest Service and that 

the Mineral Officer, Donna Duncan, along with a 

Forest Service Law Enforcement agent went to 

the site of Monday, 8/26/2019. 

 

  Donna was contacted and told that we were 

planning on going there on Friday and we 

requested that either she or the officer meet with 

us there. 

What we found, upon arriving, was not a pretty 

picture.  There was trash strewn around, like 

what we found two years ago, but there was 

more.  There were two tents, a trailer full of stuff 

(several bags of garbage), mining equipment 

strewn along the river’s edge, a huge diversion 

dam using piled up rocks with plastic sheeting, 
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and nearby a tree had been cut down.  All of this 

had been reported to us, in advance, by Donna 

and was going to be included in a letter that was 

going to be sent to Club.  What we saw looked 

like a prospector who had abandoned his site and 

left his mess behind. 

 

Donna arrived shortly after we got there and 

discussed the situation with Justin.  We did not 

feel that we could remove any personal 

equipment like the tents and trailers but thought 

everything else was fair game.   

 

Donna agreed, saying that they had the authority 

to do that and she immediately declared it all 

abandoned and said she would make 

arrangements to have it all removed at a later 

time.  They had taped a warning ticket to the tent 

to that effect when they were there on Monday. 

 

  Donna gave Justin a copy of the letter that 

would be mailed to the Club and then she left. 

We then cleaned up the area, as we said we 

would.  We removed what was obviously 

garbage out of the trailer to keep the animal from 

getting into it and creating a further mess.  Other 

than that, we left the tents and trailer intact to be 

removed by the owner or the Forest Service.  

 

 We removed all the equipment and trash near 

the river and Justin, all by himself, took down the 

diversion dam.  We also, at Donna’s request, 

scattered all the firewood to discourage anyone 

from having a fire.  With the cleanup complete, 

we hauled off two truckloads of garbage to the 

transfer station in East Quincy.   

 

After that, we went to Jim’s claims and Oro 

Mucho to do some prospecting. 

The next day, Justin sent out an email to the 

entire Club alerting the owner, if a Club member, 

to remove their property or else it would be 

removed by the Forest Service.   

 

Donna had been told that we would do this.  

While there were many things wrong with what 

we found, one main point that Donna stressed, 

and Justin included in his email, was that 

campsites (and equipment) left unattended for 

more than 24 hours can be considered abandoned 

and removed. 

Pictures of the mess will be posted on the Club’s 

web site and in the yearly picture album. 

 

 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD 

MEETING  

AUGUST 27
th

, 2019  
 

Call to Order: Vice President Justin Shaw 

began the Board Meeting at 6:30PM. 

Board Members present: Justin Shaw, 

Teresa Jones, Tracy Nystrom, and Fred Leissler 

Board Members not present: Jim Richards 

& Tim Bartlett 

Support Staff at Board Meeting: None 

Claims Committee at Board Meeting: 

President Justin Shaw, and Teresa Jones. 

Support Staff on-site:  

Membership/Chairperson & Historian: Bill Vogt, 

Sergeant of Arms, Al Gottsch, Clothing 

custodian Keith Wilson, and Equipment 

Custodian Grant Garrison. 

Correction to Minutes: None 

Treasurer’s Report:  Read by Teresa Jones. 

Membership’s Report: 357 members, 17 

lifetime memberships available, Activity since 

last report:  10 added, 9 dropped, 0 reinstated. 

Activity since the start of the year is 42 members 

dropped:  49 new members with an overall gain 

of 7 members. 

Claims Report:  All paperwork has been 

filed. We are trying to have approximately 10-

15 minute presentation from members on 

different claims they have prospected. 

 Justin said he will announce in General 

meeting about the tent and trash at Adavenone. 
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Old Business Report:   

We received our membership information from 

the PLP. They sent us sticker, tablets, and a t-

shirt.  

The T-shirt was put on the raffle table tonight. 

New Business Report:  

 Teresa Jones will be donating a power sluice for 

this year’s Christmas raffle.  

 Fred Leissler discussed having monthly claims 

report drawings vs every 3 months. This would 

pose more work to be done by Vice President 

Justin Shaw. 

Tracy Nystrom will not seek 

to be secretary next year. 

Outings Report:  

See General meeting notes. 

Report on Club Notices: See General 

meeting notes. 

Adjournment: Vice president Justin Shaw 

announced at 7:03 pm 

COMSTOCK GOLD 

PROSPECTORS  

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL 

MEETING 

 AUGUST 27
th

, 2019  

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Vice president Justin 

Shaw began the General Meeting at 7:30pm. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Vice 

president Justin Shaw led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  See 

Board Minutes. 

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 

Jim Richards & Tim Bartlett 

SUPPORT STAFF ON-SITE:  

Membership/Chairperson & Historian: Bill Vogt, 

Sergeant of Arms, Al Gottsch, Clothing 

custodian Keith Wilson, and Equipment 

Custodian Grant Garrison. 

CORRECTION TO MINUTES: None 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Read by 

Teresa Jones. 

MEMBERSHIP’S REPORT: See Board 

Meeting Minutes 

CLAIMS REPORT:  Justin Shaw 

announced the trash left at Adavenone. There is 

also a tent that someone is leaving on site during 

the week. It was asked if some members would 

volunteer to do a clean-up.  Several members 

volunteered and will be out there this Thursday 

to clean up the area. 

Bill Vogt gave a brief presentation on navigating 

the website specifically on maps and pictures 

with directions to claims. He also presented a 

very inspiring presentation on the Blue Wing 

and Tammy claims. He discussed 3 ways to 

access these claims and which one he prefers. 

Great place to do some desert prospecting and 

camping. 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS:  None 

OUTINGS REPORT: We will be joining 

Keene on September 14/15th for an outing in 

Downieville. There is a sign up for potluck side 

dishes going around.  

Denis will be our chef and will be preparing ribs. 

It was voted to allow for him to purchase 

$150.00’s worth of food for this outing.  Within 

72 hours additional information will be posted on 
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the website. Things to be addressed are parking 

and lot size for tents/trailers. 

Dayton Valley Days are September 21st/22nd. 

Wade Lavery is in charge of this event if you 

would like to sign up to help. 

CLUB NOTICES: PLP t-shirt arrived and 

was put on the raffle table. There were notepads 

and stickers available as first come/first serve 

basis. 

Long time club member Denis Remey announced 

he is terminally ill and this will be his last club 

meeting. He and his wife will be having a yard 

sale Labor Day to sell all of his mining tools and 

equipment. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Guest speaker was 

Lacy Trapp from the BLM. 

GUEST RECOGNITION: Jim Bellissimo 

& Dan Tangay   

 

  NEW MEMBER DRAWING: Violy 

Hamilton 

ATTENDANCE DRAWING: James 

Ressler, Reno, not present-rolls to 7 rounds. 

We had 65 signed in members and 2 guests 

tonight. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Wear and Club 
Merchandise:  

 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS-2019 

 

President: Jim Richards - 775/225-2494 

Email: rsmokinguns@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President: 

Justin Shaw- 775/409-8560 

Email: jshaw@disroot.org 

 

Secretary: Tracy Nystrom – 775/686-6295  

Email: nystroms5663@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Teresa Jones - 775/376-1787 cell 

Email: Teresajones5930@sbcglobal.net 

 

Member at Large: 

Fred Leissler- 775/747-6385 

Email: feleissler@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large: Tim Bartlett 
Cell- 775/971-3202 

 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES- SUPPORT 

STAFF- 2019 

 

Membership/Chairperson & Historian:  Bill 

Vogt - 775/747-3145 

Email:  wvogt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Facebook Co-Administrator/Newsletter 

Editor: 

Lisa Walls – 775/750-2532 

Email: comstockgoldprospectors@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:rsmokinguns@yahoo.com
mailto:jshaw@disroot.org
mailto:nystroms5663@yahoo.com
mailto:Teresajones5930@sbcglobal.net
mailto:feleissler@yahoo.com
tel:(775)%20971-3202
mailto:wvogt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:comstockgoldprospectors@gmail.com
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Clothing Custodian:  

*Volunteer Needed ASAP* 

  Raffle Coordinator: Keith Wilson –  

775/775-450-5723 

 

Email: argoone86@gmail.com 

 

Sergeant of Arms:  

Al Gottsch – 775/ 770-0826 

Email: bodop72@gmail.com 

 

Webmaster: 

David Terwilliger-home-775/ 241-0186  

Email: dave@dptwig.com 

 

Equipment Custodian: 

Grant Garrison 

2100 Ponderosa  

Email: woodygmg@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THESE ITEMS ARE FOR RENT: 

 

 

These items are at Grant Garrisons 

 Hacienda 

 

 

 

 

 
 

White’s Medal Detector for Sale 

Gary Nielson 
 

I am the original owner of this Whites Spectra 

V3 metal detector with full color display. 

  I purchased it from Reno Prospectors Supply 

I have used it less than eight (8) times and so it 

virtually almost new.   

 

  White’s electronics advised me a couple of 

years ago that I could send them the control  

 Box and they would update it to a Spectra V3i 
which I took advantage of the offer.   

 

 In May 2019 I dropped the detector off at the     

Factory in Sweet Home, Oregon and had them 

check the Machine to make sure it was operating 

satisfactory.  A copy of the invoice for this test 

and inspection will be furnished.  

Welcome to Our Newest Members: 
Debra & Jeff Penrod                      Boulder, CO. 
Olan Lamoreaux                  Garden Valley, CA. 
Deb & Dick Johnson                    Goldfield, NV. 
Catharine & William Cook                Reno, NV. 
Atticus Lowe                        Santa Barbara, CA. 
Matthew Phillipps              Santa Barbara, CA. 
Donald Prindle                    Detroit Lakes, MN.   
Michelle Prindle                 Detroit Lakes, MN. 
Denise & Stan Smart                    Stockton, CA. 
Adam Prindle                      Detroit Lakes, MN. 
Tim Merritt                                   Lincoln, CA. 
Marianne Habeger                  Woodland, WA. 
Jeffrey Nichols                          Woodland, WA. 
Curtis & Edward Timmons          Mojave, CA. 
Dennis Wafford                     Frazier Park, CA. 
Eric Jolley                                Frazier Park, CA. 

mailto:argoone86@gmail.com
mailto:bodop72@gmail.com
mailto:dave@dptwig.com
mailto:woodygmg@aol.com
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 The machine comes with a Whites wireless 

Headset that has never been used; a factory 

rechargeable battery and charger also a battery 

holder for (8) double AA batteries is 

included.  All owner’s manuals are also included 

and a White carrying case.  Asking price is 

$1200.00 (product sells new for 1848.99 with 

accessories). 

 

Gary Nielson 775 220-0306 
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TO PLACE 

OR RENEW 

A  BUSINESS AD: 
 

SEND A CHECK TO: 

 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

 
    C/O Editor P.O. Box 20781 Reno, NV.  

89515-0781  

Include your ad layout, and your phone  

Number or email address. 

 

Half Page Ad:        $25.00 per month 

Quarter Page Ad:   $12.50 per month 

Full Page Ad:         $50.00 per month 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

RAFFLE TABLE. . . 

 

Help to pay for the meeting hall.  

 

Please remember to contribute. It does not really 

matter what it is. Clean out your garage. 

If you don't have a use for it, someone else does. 

Don't throw it away; put it on the table. 

One man’s garbage is another's man’s gold! 

Thank You!! 

Keith Wilson 

Comstock Gold Prospectors 

P.O. Box 20781 

Reno NV 89515-0781 

Web site: http://www.cgpgold.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

These are the people who we use for our 

Printing. Please feel free to use them and 

support their business. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.cgpgold.org/

