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THE GOLD PAN 
The Newsletter of the 

Comstock Gold Prospectors 
August 14, 2015 

 
                    

                                                                                                               

 
 

BLACK BILLIE 
Next Meeting: Aug. 25, 2015 

 

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

(Mark your Calendars) 
Sept. 22, 2015 

Oct. 27, 2015 

Nov. 24, 2015 

 

1 Year Gold – NYSE 
 

08/14/2015 – Last   $1114.00 
One Year High (at closing)    $1121.00 
One Year Low (at closing)  $1112.00 

 
1 Year Silver – NYSE 

 
08/14/2015 – Last      $15.24 
One Year High (at closing)      $15.62 
One Year Low (at closing)         $15.18 

 
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 

 
Board Meeting is held at 6:30pm 

General Meeting 
4th Tuesday of each month 

7:30 PM at the 

Masonic Wadsworth Lodge #25 

2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV 

 

 

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT: 

 

    Our trip to the Olinghouse mine was a great 

time!  Charlie was most accommodating and a 

Very great tour guide for the 40 that showed up. 

When we arrived at about 10, he and Dan (thanks 

Dan) parked the cars, then we were told a little 

history, shown nice gold (nice wire gold). We 

were given a tour of the operation including the 

gold removal process then we proceeded to the 

mine tour. 

 

Charlie took 10 at a time into the mine (1400' 

deep) with an informative description of how 

they mine and the building of the mine including 

the extensive safety features. What a tour guide!  

All those that were there could keep any gold 

they found.  Charlie allowed us to prospect in the 

rocks from the mine and most of us found 

gold...even some nice wire gold! All in all we 

had a good time. 

 

    SB637 has passed committee in California.  

This is the requirement for permits for suction 

dredging through the California water board. 

These folks in California do not want us enjoying 

outdoor activities in “Our Land”. (Have you 

checked out camping or boat launching fees 

lately?) 

   We are going to be assigning passwords to 

access our web site if you have not chosen one. 

There is good info on our site as to outings, 

current events and helpful info like Todd Jones 

tips on dealing with law enforcement.   

 

Also if we can get more members on board to 

receive our newsletter through email, we can 

save some money. The hard copy newsletter is 

our biggest yearly expense (about $2500) 

    We need to have gold on hand for our demos.  
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Does anyone have gold to sell to the Club?  Let 

us know. 

 

  Our next events are Dayton Valley Days 

September 19-20 with gold panning, and The 

Flag Store November 6
th

 with panning demo and 

broadcasting On KOH.  Also Webb and Al will 

be setting up a booth at Rye Patch September 19. 

 

    Webb will be our speaker this August meeting.  

Bring in your special finds for Webb to look at. 

Any specimens should have location info. 

    We still can use quality items for the raffle 

table.  Also be sure and purchase tickets for our 

Christmas drawing.  This will be a good one! 

    We are looking at some areas in Nevada and 

will take in all suggestions. 

 

 The Nevada political climate is better for 

prospectors.  It would be advantageous to have 

more activity in Nevada so keep looking! 

    It has come to our attention that those 

members that need notary services when filing 

their BLM paper work, the BLM provides free 

notary services on claim related paperwork. 

 

   In closing, all prospecting seems to be good.  

Keep the Assessment forms coming in, need gold 

for club, speaker/demo suggestions and claims in 

Nevada. 

     

Jim Richards 

President 

 

Update from Bill Vogt: 

 

I have been at Red Bridge for the past week and 

a half with my fellow Patriot Brothers. I missed 

seeing you guys because we were upstream on 

JAHHMACH that entire day.  We met the 

gentleman you referred to.  

 

 He is an author, among other things, and wrote 

what we refer to as the Red Book on Nelson 

Point (we all have a copy).  He gave us the same 

line about the area from Red Bridge to Nelson 

creek not being available for claiming.  We 

told him that that might have been the case at one 

time but was no longer true.   

 

We assured him that both Patriot Mine 1 and 

Adavenone were legitimate claims.  I intend to 

write him in the future and ask him to check his 

facts and in the meantime stop telling people this 

falsehood.  We did hear a lot of helicopter 

activity but missed the big bust. 

 

Bill 

 

*Anita Clark would like to say,  

THANK YOU!!!  

 for those attending Steve Clarks’ 

Ceremony in Fernley!* 
 

 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING  

JULY 28, 2015 

President Jim Richards began the meeting at 

 6:39 pm. 

Members Present: 

Board: Jim Richards, Nadine Miller, Harley 

Ponsler, Justin Shaw, and Wade Lavery.  Member 

At Large Ken Walls was absent. 

Support Staff, Sargeant of Arms : Al Gottsch 

Meeting called to order:  Harley Ponsler, Second: 

Justin Shaw 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Read by Nadine Miller  

Motion to accept the treasurer’s report: Harley 

Ponsler, Second: Justin Shaw 

Voted and accepted by the attending Board 

Members. 

 

Membership Report: 296 members. There are 

16 lifetime memberships available.  Activity: 4 

added and 4 dropped.  

 

Claims Report: 

President Jim Richards and VP Justin Shaw 

commented that our Lucky Linda neighbor is still 

positive.  The partner has not been in contact 

with CGPC where claim boundaries are 

located.  Please stay on our claim to support the 

accepted clarification of boundaries between 

parties. 

Since the last meeting the Claims Committee 

investigated one location for our membership.   

No written assessment form mentioned.   
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 The claim named Christine on the Yuba above 

Shiloh with outstanding access.  A non-member 

has it for sale for $7500 whereas the membership 

approved $5000 and a lifetime membership.  Our 

offer was declined and counter with $7000 plus 

the lifetime membership. This information will 

be discussed during the General Meeting tonight. 

We stand at 9 claims now and if this is added we 

will be at 10 claims with 5 on the Yuba.  We 

would not be able to add another unless we sale 

off claim(s).  We have in previous meetings 

stated we are prioritizing adding a Nevada claim 

before adding to our California claims. 

 

Repeat: The Club’s licensed claim is called 

Cousins Mining.  Several members, with the map 

available to members who have obtained a logon 

password to the Web site have gone.   

 

Cousins Mining is near Poker Flat in turn is near 

Downieville. They restated on the access to this 

claim near the end is pretty much restricted to 

members with 4WD, shorter wheel base vehicles, 

very much like Ken Bennett. 

A claim named Annex (owner Bill Vogt) has 

been leased by the club.  Access is immediate to 

all Club members. 

After this meeting, claims committee members 

will be performing claim filing, paying claim 

taxes and please note that the corner post on 

Lucky Linda has been replaced!  

Motion to accept the minutes in newsletter: 

Board Member, Second: Board Member.  

Voted and accepted by the attending Board 

Members 

 

Old Business: 

New California Water Board Bill, SBC 637 

authored by CA Senator Ben Allen moves our 

access to dredging away from the Forestry 

Service (no enforcement capability).  Expect 

continued litigation with this new entity. 

Field Trip “Olinghouse Mine”: The Olinghouse 

District was discovered in the 1860's but not 

seriously worked until 1901-03 in the Green Hill 

area containing almost vertical gold, silver and 

copper ore-shoots. 

July is here and it was a warm one! This month 

we headed out to the Olinghouse Mine on 

Saturday July 25.  Charlie invited our Club to 

come out and he gave us an outstanding 

opportunity to tour the facility, equipment and 

the spectacular tour into and to the back wall of  

the main 1200 feet deep horizontal shaft into this 

working lode mine.   

 

 A history lesson blended into the equipment 

used and then showed us gold “to die for”!  All 

who attended enjoyed cold waters/sodas and 

pizza as a group at the conclusion.  We were 

treated with great sweeping views down to the 

valley and HWY 80 below. 

 

Oh By The Way… 

With several raw 16 feet tall ore piles graded 

“High %, > 8oz/ton” and “Low %, < 4oz/ton” 

Charlie created a rare opportunity for club 

members and guests to get dirty.  Charlie said; 

“Go search these piles and the gold you find is 

yours to keep!” 

 

With, Nadine Miller finding the first gold the 

attendees were like “ants” trying and 

successfully for some coming away with great 

examples of raw lode gold, in this case the gold 

looks like wire as it found its home in the ore. 

 No silver, no water has contacted this gold and 

being extremely pure it was bright and deep in 

color that some have not seen before. 

Motion to accept the minutes in newsletter: 

Board Member, Second: Board Member.  

Voted and accepted by the attending Board 

Members 

 

New Business: 

We want the members to vote tonight to extend 

an honorary membership to Charlie for his 

sharing his good fortune with our Club. 

 

Motion to present to Club: Harley Ponsler, 

Second: Nadine Miller 

Voted and accepted by the attending Board 

Members. 

 

Outings Report: 

In looking forward for your planning…CGPC’s 

participation and volunteering is welcomed in the 

future… 

We are back… in support of DAYTON VALLEY 

DAYS on September 19 & 20, 2015.  The Club’s 



 4 

Panning Demonstration has been asked to return 

on Saturday and Sunday!  Our Families and 

Friends can enjoy the parade, craft booths and 

Chili Cook-Off on Logan Alley.  The Club needs 

to ask the Dayton group to supply more than 

$200 so far offered, $350 is needed to split 

between both days. 

The same Saturday we have… 

GPAA Third Annual Nugget Shoot @ Rye Patch 

(just east of Lovelock) Nevada will be September 

19. 2015. It is the largest metal detecting event 

ever in the world.  There will be prizes, 

demonstrations, speakers, and hands-on 

instruction. 

In November this year The Flag Store, Sparks 

has invited the Club’s Panning Demonstration to 

join KKOH 780’s The Dan Mason Show.  By 

planning ahead the owners of The Flag Store and 

KKOH can include CGPC’s presence with the 

Panning Demonstration.  The Club needs to buy 

gold for this panning.  

Motion to present to Club: Harley Ponsler, 

Second: Nadine Miller 

Voted and accepted by the attending Board 

Members. 

 

Club Notices:  

Welcome again!  Call for details and place your 

order ahead of time, and have it all ready at the 

next meeting.  Clothing Custodian:  

Teresa Jones-775/673-5253 cell  

Email: teresajones@sbcglobal.net  

Prevention of dredging is still in effect by the 

authorities in California. 

Again, Webmaster Dave Terwilliger 

announcement that website ID’s and Password’s 

shall be assigned to Members in the very near 

term as only roughly 30% have taken advantage 

so far. 

Adjournment: Jim Richards 7:15pm 

 

 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 

JULY 28, 2015 

 

Motion to call meeting to order: Al Gottsch 

Second: David Weingarten 

 

President Jim Richards began the meeting at  

7:30 pm by leading the Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Read by Nadine Miller  

Motion to accept the treasurer’s report: Ken 

Mela, Second: Al Gottsch 

Voted and accepted by the attending Members. 

 

Membership Report: 296 members. There are 

16 lifetime memberships available.  Activity: 4 

added and 4 dropped.  

Motion to accept membership report: Al Gottsch 

 Second: Bill Vogt 

Voted and accepted by the attending Members. 

 

Claims Report: 

President Jim Richards and VP Justin Shaw 

commented that our Lucky Linda neighbor is still 

positive.  The partner has not been in contact 

with CGPC where claim boundaries are located.  

Please stay on our claim to support the accepted 

clarification of boundaries between parties. 

 

Since the last meeting the Claims Committee 

investigated one location for our membership.  

No written assessment form mentioned.  

 

The claim named Christine on the Yuba above 

Shiloh with outstanding access.  A non-member 

has it for sale for $7500 whereas the membership 

approved $5000 and a lifetime membership.  Our 

offer was declined and counter with $7000 plus 

the lifetime membership. This information will 

be discussed during the General Meeting tonight. 

 

 We stand at 9 claims now and if this is added we 

will be at 10 claims with 5 on the Yuba.  We 

would not be able to add another unless we sale 

off claim(s).  We have in previous meetings 

stated we are prioritizing adding a Nevada claim 

before adding to our California claims.  

Membership voted not to accept owner’s 

adjusted price nor extend another Club offer at 

this time. 

Repeat: The Club’s licensed claim is called 

Cousins Mining.  Several members, with the map 

available to members who have obtained a logon 

password to the Web site have gone.   
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Cousins Mining is near Poker Flat in turn is near 

Downieville. They restated on the access to this 

claim near the end is pretty much restricted to 

members with 4WD, shorter wheel base vehicles, 

very much like Ken Bennett. 

A claim named Annex (owner Bill Vogt) has 

been leased by the club.  Access is immediate to 

all Club members. 

After this meeting, claims committee members 

will be performing claim filing, paying claim 

taxes and please note that the corner post on 

Lucky Linda has been replaced!  

Motion to accept: Club Member, Second: Club 

Member.  

Voted and accepted by the attending Members. 

 

Old Business: 

New California Water Board Bill, SBC 637 

authored by CA Senator Ben Allen moves our 

access to dredging away from the Forestry 

Service (no enforcement capability).  Expect 

continued litigation with this new entity. 

Field Trip “Olinghouse Mine”: The Olinghouse 

District was discovered in the 1860's but not 

seriously worked until 1901-03 in the Green Hill 

area containing almost vertical gold, silver and 

copper ore-shoots. 

 

July is here and it was a warm one! This month 

we headed out to the Olinghouse Mine on 

Saturday July 25.  Charlie invited our Club to 

come out and he gave us an outstanding 

opportunity to tour the facility, equipment and 

the spectacular tour into and to the back wall of 

their main 1200 feet deep horizontal shaft into 

this working lode mine.    

 

A history lesson blended into the equipment used 

and then showed us gold “to die for”!  All who 

attended enjoyed cold waters/sodas and pizza as 

a group at the conclusion.  We were treated with 

great sweeping views down to the valley and 

HWY 80 below. 

 

Oh By The Way… 

With several raw 16 feet tall ore piles graded 

“High %, > 8oz/ton” and “Low %, < 4oz/ton” 

Charlie created a rare opportunity for club 

members and guests to get dirty.  Charlie said; 

“Go search these piles and the gold you find is 

yours to keep!” 

 

th, Nadine Miller finding the first gold the 

attendees were like “ants” trying and 

successfully for some coming away with great 

examples of raw lode gold, in this case the gold 

looks like wire as it found its home in the ore.  

 

 No silver, no water has contacted this gold and 

being extremely pure it was bright and deep in 

color that some have not seen before. 

Motion to accept: Club Member, Second: Club 

Member.  

Voted and accepted by the attending Members. 

 

New Business: 

As Club Members we voted positively tonight to 

extend an honorary membership to Charlie for 

his sharing his good fortune with our Club. 

Motion to accept: Club Member, Second: Club 

Member.  

Voted and accepted by the attending Members. 

 

Outings Report: 

In looking forward for your planning…CGPC’s 

participation and volunteering is welcomed in the 

future… 

We are back… in support of DAYTON VALLEY 

DAYS on September 19 & 20, 2015.  The Club’s 

Panning Demonstration has been asked to return 

on Saturday and Sunday!  Our Families and 

Friends can enjoy the parade, craft booths and 

Chili Cook-Off on Logan Alley.  The Club needs 

to ask the Dayton group to supply more than 

$200 so far offered, $350 is needed to split 

between both days. 

The same Saturday we have… 

GPAA Third Annual Nugget Shoot @ Rye Patch 

(just east of Lovelock) Nevada will be September 

19. 2015. It is the largest metal detecting event 

ever in the world.  There will be prizes, 

demonstrations, speakers, and hands-on 

instruction. 

 

In November this year The Flag Store, Sparks 

has invited the Club’s Panning Demonstration to 

join KKOH 780’s The Dan Mason Show.  By 

planning ahead the owners of The Flag Store and 
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KKOH can include CGPC’s presence with the 

Panning Demonstration.  

 The Club needs to buy gold for this panning.  

Motion to accept: Club Member, Second: Club 

Member.  

Voted and accepted by the attending Members. 

 

Club Notices:  

Welcome again!  Call for details and place your 

order ahead of time, and have it all ready at the 

next meeting.  Clothing Custodian:  

Teresa Jones-775/673-5253 cell  

Email: teresajones@sbcglobal.net  

Prevention of dredging is still in effect by the 

authorities in California. 

 

Again, Webmaster Dave Terwilliger 

announcement that website ID’s and Password’s 

shall be assigned to Members in the very near 

term as only roughly 30% have taken advantage 

so far. 

CGPC Ongoing Requests: 

If anyone’s phone number or e-mail has changed 

since you signed up, please let Bill Vogt made 

aware tonight!  Purpose: Bill can update the 

roster and mailing list. 

If there is anyone who would like to bring 

snacks, cookies, cakes or pies to the meeting. 

Please: contact Bill Vogt. 

 

CGPC Resources: 

Webb Varnum is available for CGPC members 

for rock and mineral identification. 

Bill Vogt, is available for CGPC members to 

field general questions on claim ownership, 

remember there’s the “Good, Bad and The Ugly” 

in pursuing a claim. 

 

Looking For Outing Partner(s): 

Prospecting Contact List is available for 

members who wish to get together. Sign up if 

you are going out or if you want to go out. Let us 

know what you want to do: panning, sniping or 

sluicing.  

Thank you for attending our meeting, hope you 

had a good time, your participation to be 

informed and also share your experiences is key 

to an active club such as ours, continue to see 

you again! 

 

No CGPC Assessment Forms Drawing tonight. 

CGPC claim assessments are vital for decisions 

the club makes on claims and their maintenance 

each year.  If you used a club claim please get 

them in for the next meeting! 

 

Five Guests were acknowledged:  Sorry I missed 

getting your names, but three I recognized from 

the Mine Tour and we appreciate you for being 

here tonight! 

 

Attendance Drawing: Bud Miller, winning 

attendance ticket. (1 Round) 

 

Membership Drawing: we appreciate the 58 

members in attendance: Guess who randomly 

was chosen again…last meeting’s pick…Gregory 

Jones was the name drawn and he lives inside 50 

miles (Dayton).   
Sorry, he was not in attendance for (15 Rounds). 

Next Meeting we draw again! 

Membership Drawing for August’s Meeting: 

(Sixteen Rounds) 

Motion to adjourn meeting: David Weingarten  

Second: Nadine Miller, Treasurer  

Voted and accepted by attending Members  

Adjournment: Jim Richards 7:26 pm 

 

Minutes submitted from Wade Lavery 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS: 

 

Kerry & Kim Wenzl,                  Las Vegas, NV 

Michael Buckley,                          Lemoore, CA 

Jacob Watkins,                                 Sparks, NV 

Greg DiPrinzio,                             San Jose, CA 

Linh Luu,                                       San Jose, CA 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS-2015 
 

President: Jim Richards - 775/225-2494 

Email: rsmokinguns@yahoo.com 

Vice President:  

Justin Shaw- 702/701-1370 

Email: justbcuz147@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:rsmokinguns@yahoo.com
mailto:justbcuz147@gmail.com
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Secretary: Wade Lavery – 775/384-1668 

(home) 

Cell-650/823-8658 

Email: wadelavery@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer: Nadine Miller - 775/867-3550 

Email: nmiller@cccomm.net 

 

Member at Large:  

Harley Ponsler - 775/673-8532 

Email: HEPGEO@aol.com 

 

Member at Large: Ken Walls- 775/846-6357 

Email: eurekaprospecting@gmail.com 

 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES- 

SUPPORT STAFF- 2015 
 

Membership/Chairperson & Historian:  Bill 

Vogt - 775/747-3145 

Email:  wvogt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Facebook Co-Administrator/Newsletter 

Editor: 

Lisa Walls - 714/742-3024 

Email: comstockgoldprospectors@gmail.com 

Clothing Custodian:  

Teresa Jones-775/673-5253 cell 

Email: teresajones@sbcglobal.net 

 

Equipment Custodian/  

  Raffle Coordinator: 

Mike Maxwell – 775/348-1620 

Email: mdmbfd@att.net 

 

Sergeant of Arms:  

Al Gottsch – 775/673-8532 

Email: bodop4u@yahoo.com 

 

David Terwilliger-home-775/ 241-0186  

Cell-775/ 530-8294  

Email: dptwig@sbcglobal.net 

 

Outings Chairperson: 

Nancy Terwilliger 775/530-8284 cell 

Email: naterwilliger@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

RAFFLE TABLE. . . 

 
Help to pay for the meeting hall.  Please 

remember to contribute.  It does not really matter 

what it is. Clean out your garage.   

  If you don't have a use for it, someone else 

does.  Don't throw it away; put it on the table. 

 

  One man’s garbage is another's man’s gold!  

Thank You!! 

 

Mike Maxwell 

Comstock Gold Prospectors 

PO Box 20781 

Reno NV  89515-0781 

Web site: http://www.cgpgold.org 
 

NEW ADS: Wanting to purchase: 

 

Reliable 4x4 ATV in good condition, engine size 

400 cc or larger, well maintained, Price range 

$2,000 to $2.500.  Harley Ponsler 775-673-8532 

Thank you, Harley 

FOR SALE: 

 

Near New:  8Hp/32” Snow Thrower craftsman 

w/chains. 

Electric start and pull start. 

Asking $400.00 or trade for decent guns and 

ammo. Please contact: Al Gottsch 775-770-0826 

or Webb Varnum 775-304-4808 

 

TO PLACE OR RENEW 

 A  BUSINESS AD: 

 
SEND A CHECK TO: 

 

COMSTOCK GOLD PROSPECTORS 

 

C/O Editor P.O. Box 20781 Reno, NV.  89515-

0781 Include your ad layout, and your phone 

number or email address. 

 

Half Page Ad:        $25.00 per month 

Quarter Page Ad:   $12.50 per month 

Full Page Ad:         $50.00 per month 

mailto:wadelavery@yahoo.com
mailto:nmiller@cccomm.net
mailto:HEPGEO@aol.com
mailto:eurekaprospecting@gmail.com
mailto:wvogt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:comstockgoldprospectors@gmail.com
mailto:teresajones@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mdmbfd@att.net
mailto:bodop4u@yahoo.com
mailto:dptwig@sbcglobal.net
mailto:naterwilliger@sbcglobal.net
http://www.cgpgold.org/
tel:775-673-8532

